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N September, One Thouſand, Six Hundred Eighty 
and Eight, the Queen went to the Bath, where, 
the King came and ſaw her, and ſtaid a few Days 
with her. She after that, purſned a full Courſe 
of bathing : And, having reſolved to return in 
the End of September, an Accident took her to which the 
Sex is ſubjet : And that made her ſtay there a Weelt 
longer. She came to Windſor on the Sixth of October. It 
was ſaid, that, at the very time of her coming to the 
King, her Mother, the Dutcheſs of Modena, made a Vow 
to the Lady of Loretto, that her Daughter miglit Ey her 
means, have a Son. And it went current, that the Queen 
believed herſelf to be with Child in that very Inſtanr, in 
which her Mother made her Vow : Of which, ſome Tra- 
vellers have aſſured me, there was a ſolemn Record made 
at Loretto. A Conception faid to be thus begun, looked 
ſuſpicious. It was now fixed to the Sixth of October: 50 
the Nine Months were to run to the Sixth of July. She 
was in the Progreſs of her big Belly, let Blood ſeveral 
times : And the moſt aſtringent things that could be pro- 
poſed were uſed. 

It was ſoon obſerved, that all things about her Perſon 
were managed with a myſterious Secrecy; into which 
none were admitted but a few Papiſts. She was not dreſ- 
ſed nor undreſſed with the uſual Ceremony. 
Georze told me, that the Princeſs went as far in deſiring 
to be ſatisfied by feeling the Motion, after ſhe ſaid ſhe 
was quick, as ſhe could go without breaking with her : 
And ſhe had ſometimes ſtaid by her even indecently long 
in Mornings, to ſee her riſe, and to give her her Shift: 
But ſhe never did either. She never offer'd any Satis- 
faction in that Matter by Letter to the Princeſs of Orange, 
nor to any of the Ladies of Quality, in whoſe Word the 
World would have acquieſced. The thing upon this be- 
gan to be ſuſpected: And ſome Libels were writ, treating 
the Whole as an Impoſture. The uſe the Queen made of 
this was, to ſay, that ſince ſhe ſaw ſome were ſuſpecting 
her as capable of ſo black a Contrivance, ſhe ſcorned to 
ſatisfy thoſe who could entertain ſuch Thoughts of her. 
How juſt ſoe ver this might be with relation to the Libel- 
lers, yet certainly, if ſhe was truly with Child, ſhe owed 
it to the King and her ſelf, to the King's Daughters, but 
moſt of all to the Infant ſhe carried in her Belly, to give 
fuch reaſonable Satisfaction, as might put an end to Jea- 
louſy. This was in her Power to do every Day: And 
her not doing it, gave juſt Grounds of Suſpicion. 
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Things went thus on till Monday in Eaſter Week, On 
that Day the King went to Ro-heſtery, to ſee ſome of the 
naval Preparations ; but was ſoon ſent for by the Queen, 
who apprehended ſhe was in Danger of miſcacrying. Dr. 
Scarborough was come to Knights/ridge to fee Biihop Ward, 
my Predeceſſor, Who had been his ancient Friend, and 
was then his Patient: Bur the Qu-en's Coach was ſent to 
call him in all haſte, ſince ſhe was near milcarrying. Dr. 
Windeban”. who knew nothing of this Matter, ſaid long 
that M ung upon an Appointment for Dr. Wa'-rave, 
another of the Queen's Phylicians, who the next time he 
ſaw him excufed himſelf, for the Queen, he ſail, was then 
under the moſt apparent Signs of Miſcarrying. Of this 
the Doctor made Oath : And it is yet extant. 

On the ſame Day the Counteſs of Clarendon, being to 
go out of Town tor a few Days, cameto ſee the Queen be- 
tore ſhe went, knowing nothing of what had happen'd to 
her. And ſhe, being a Lady of the Bed-Chamber to Queen 
Dowager, did, according to the Rule of the Court, go in- 
to the Queen's Bed-Chamber without asking Admirtance. 
She ſaw the Queen a Bed, bemoaning herielf in a moſt 
doleful manner, ſaying often, Undone, Undone: And one 
that belonged to her carried ſomewhat out of the Bed, 
which ſhe believed was Linnen taken from the Queen. 
She was upon this in ſome Confuſion : And the Counteſs of 
Povis coming in, went to her, and ſaid with ſome Sharp- 
neſs, what do you here? And carried her to the Door. Be- 
fore ſhe had got out of the Court, one of the Bed Cham- 
ber Women followed her, and charged her not to ſpeak of 
any thing ſhe had ſeen that Day. This Matter, whatever 
Was in it, was huſh'd up: And the Queen held on her 
Courſe. 

The Princeſs had miſcarried in the Spring: So, as ſoon 
as ſhe had recovered her Strength, the King preſſed her 
to go to the Bath, ſince that had ſo good an Effect on the 
Queen. Some of her Phylicians, and all her other Friends 
were againſt her going. Lower, one of her Phyſicians, 
told me, he was againſt it; he thought ſhe was not ſtrong 
enough for the Bath, tho the King preſs d it with an un- 
uſual Vehemence. Millington, another Fhyſician, told the 
Earl of Shrewsbury, from whom I had it, that he was preſ- 
ſeg to go to the Princeſs, and adviſe her to go to the Bath. 
The Perſon that ſpoke to him told him, the King was much 
ſet on it, and that he expected it of him, that he would 
perſwade her to it. Millington anſwered, he would not 
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rs own Reaſon : So he would not go. Sc.1/40w017þ and 
Withyorly took it upon them to adviſe it: So the went thi- 
ther in the End of May, . 

As ſoon as ſhe was gone, thoſe about the Queen did all of 
the ſudden change her reckoning, and began it from the 
King » being with her at Bath, This came on ſo quick, 
that, tho' the Queen had ſet the Fourteenth of June for 
har going to Windſor, where ſhe intended to lye in, and 
all the Preparations for the Birth and for the Child were 
order d to be made ready by. the End of une, yet now a 
Re ſolution was taken for the Queen's lving in at St. Fames's, 
and Directions were given to have all Things quickly rea- 
dv. The Bath Water either did not agree with the Prin- 
cee: Or the Advices of her Friends were ſo preſſing, Who 
thought her Abſence from the Court at that Time of ſuch 
Contcquence, that in Compliance with them fhe gave it 
out it did not, *nd that theretore ſhe would return in a 
tew Days. | 

The Day after the Court had this Notice, the Queen 


ſaid, ſhe would go to St. Fames's and look for the good , 


Hour. She was often told, that it was impoſlible upon 
ſo ſhort a warning to have things ready. But ſhe was f 
poſitive, that the ſaid, the would lie there at Night, tho' 
the ſhould lie upon the Boards, And at Night, tho the 
ſhorter and quicker Way was to go from Whitehall to St. 
Fames's thro the Park, and flic always went that Way, 
yet now, by a ſort ot Affectation, ſlie would be carried thi- 
ther by Charing-Croſs thro' the Pall-Mall. And it was gi- 
ven out by all her Train, thatſhe was going to be deliver- 
ed, Some ſaid, it would be next Morning: And the Prieſts 
ſaid very confidently, that it would be a Boy. 

The next Morning, about Nine a Clock, ſhe ſent Word 
to the King, that ſhe was in Labour, The Queen Dowager 
was next ſent to. But no Ladies were ſent for: So that 
no Women were in the Room, but two Dreſſers and one 
Under-Drefſer, and the Midwife. The Earl of Arran fent 
Notice to the Counteſs of Sunderland: So ſhe came. The 
Lady Bellafis came alſo in Time. The Proteſtant Ladies 
that belonged to the Court were all gone to Church be- 
fore the News was let go abroad: For it happen d on Pini- 
ty Sunday, it being that Lear on the Tenth of June. The 
King brought over with him from Whiteball a great many 
Peers and Privy Counſellors. And of theſe, Eighteen 
were let into the Bed-Chamber : But they ſtood at the tur- 
theſt End of the Room. The Ladies ſtood within the Al- 
cove. The Curtains of the Bed were drawn cloſe, and 
none came within them, but the Midwife, and the Under- 
Dreſſer. The Queen lay all the while a Bed: And, in or- 
der to the warming one Side of it, a Warming Pan was 
brought. But it was not opened, that it might be ſeen 
that there was Fire and nothing elſe in it: So here was 
Matter for Suſpicion, with which all People were filled. 

A little before Ten, the Queen cried out as ina ſtrong 
Pain, and immediately after the Midwite ſaid aloud, fic 
was happily brought to Bed. When the Lords all cried 
out of what ? the Midwite anſwer'd, the Queen mult not 
de ſurpriſed: Only ſhe gave a Sign to the Counteſs of Sun- 
derland, who upon that touched her Forehead, by Which, 
it being the Sign before agreed on, the King ſaid heknew 
it was a Boy. 
was it ſhewed to thoſe in the Room. It was pretended 
more Air was neceſſary, The Under-Dreſſer went out 
wita the Child, or ſomewhat elſe, in her Arms to a dreſ- 
ſing Room, to which there was a Door near the Queen's 
Bed: But there was another Entry to it from other A- 
partments, 

The King continued with the Lords in the Bed-Cham- 
ber for ſome Minutes, which was either a ſign of much 
Phlegm upon ſuch an Occaſion; for it was not known 
whether the Child was alive or dead: Or it look d like gi- 
ving Time for ſome Management. After a little while 
they went all into the Dreſſing-Room : And then the 
News was publithed. In the mean while no body was 
called to lay their Hands on the Queen's Belly, in order ro 
a full Satisfaction. When the Princeſs came to Town 


three Days atter, ſhe had as little Satisfaction given her. 
Chamberlain, the Man-Midwife, who was always order'd 


No Cries were heard from the Child: Nor 


to attend ker Lahour before, an! wi bro tie Plai- 
ſters for putting back the blk, wondzte that he had 
not been ſent to. He went accorlng to Custom with 
the Plaiſters: But he was told ten bud ny Oel anon for 
him. He fancied, that fome ter rForion wer pur in his 
Place: But he could not find that ary hait. ail that 
concern'd the Millz, or the Queen's Purgations, was ma- 
naged ſtill in the Jaik, This made all ge inclined more 
and more to believe, there was» a bat Ipture nov put 
on the Nation. That ſtill increaſ-l. Tuaat Night one 
Hemings, a very worthy Man, an Apothecary by his 
Trade, Who lived in St. Mart m-, the \cIy next 
Door. to 4 Family of an eminent Faift : (rom) Bro- 
ther to the Viſcount Aiontacute, live there: Une Wall 
between his Farlour and theirs being in thin, that he 
could eaſily hear any thing that was jail with a louder 
Voice, he (Hemmings) Was reading in his Pariour late at 
Night, when he heard one coming into the 1:eighbouring 
Parlour, and fay, with a dolcful Vot.e, the Prince or 
Wales is dead: Upon which a great many that lived in 
the Houſe came down Stairs vers quis. 

Upon this Confufion he could not hear any thing 
more; but it was plain, they were in a great Contter- 
nation. He went with the News mit Morning to the 
Biſhops in the Tower. The Cuunteſs of Clarendon 
came ſoon atter, and told, them, ſhe had been ar the 
young Prince's Door, but was denied Acceſs : Sha was 
amaz dat it; and asked, if they knew her? They 
ſaid, they did; but that thꝰ Queen had order'd, that 
no Perſon whatſoever ſhould b: ſuffered to come in to 
bim. This gave Credit to Heming's Stury, and looked 
as if all were order'd to be kept ſhut up cluſc. till a- 
nother Child was found. One, that ſaw the Child twa 
Days after, ſaid to me, that he l,vked Hrong, and not 
like a Child fo newly born. Windelank met Wa{grave 
the Day after this Birth, and remembred him of wha: 
he had told him eight Weeks before. He acknowledg'd 
what he had ſaid, but added; that God wrought Mlira- 
cles: To which no reply could, or durſt be made by 
the other : It needed none. So healthy a Chiid being 
ſo little like any of thoſe the Queen had born, it was 
given out, that he had Fits, and. could not live. But 
thoſe who ſaw him every Day obſet ved no ſuch thing, 
On the contrary, the Child was in a very proſperous 
State, None of thoſe Fits ever happen'd, when the 
Princeſs was at Court; for ſhe could not be denied 
Admittance, tho' all others were. So this wes believed 
to be given out to make the matter more crecible. It is 
true, ſome Weeks after that, the Court being gone to 
Windſor, and the Child ſent to Richmond, he tell into 
ſuch Fits, that four Phyſicians were ſent tor. They all 
looked on him as a dying Child. The King and Queen 
were ſent for. The Phyſicians went to a Dinner pre- 
paretl for them; and were often wondering that they 
were not called for. They took it for granted, that the 
Child was dead. But, when they went in after Dinner 


to look on him, they ſaw a fonnd healthy Child, that 


ſeemed to have had no ſort of Iilnels on him. It was 
ſaid, that the Child was ſtrangely revived of a ſudden. 
Some of the Phyficians told Lloyd, Biſhop of St. Aſaph, 
that it was not poſſible for them to think it was the 
ſame Child. They look d on one another, but durſt 
not ſpeak what they thought, 
Thus I kave related ſuch Particulars as I could gather 
of this Birth: To which ſome more ſhall be added 
when I give an Account of the Proof that the King 
brought afterwards to put this Matter out of Doubr; but 
by which it became indeed more doubtful than ever, 
I took moſt of theſe from the Informations that were 
ſent over to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange as I had 
many from the Vouchers themſelves. I do not mix 
with theſe the various Reports that were, both then 
and afterwards, ſpread of this Matter, of which Biſhop 
Lloyd has a great Collection, moſt of them we!! atteſted, 
What Truth ſgever may be in theſe, this is certain, that 
| the 
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the Method in which this Matter was conducted from 
firſt to laſt was very unaccountable. If an Impotture 
had been intended, it could not have been otherwiſe 
managed. Th: pr-ten..ed Excuſs that theQueen mode, 
that ſhe owed no Satisfact on to thoſs who could ſuſ- 
ect her capable of ſucn baſe Forgery, was cut only 
xcuſs that ſhe could have made, if it had been rau 
what it was commonly ſaid to be. She feem'd to bz 
ſoon recover'd, and was ſo little altered by her Labour, 
either in het Looks or Votee, that this helped not a 
little to encrea(- ] alouſics. The Rejoycings over Eng- 
land upon the Bictu were very cold and forced. Bone- 
fires were male in ſome Places, and a ſet of congratula- 
try Addr. Mes went round the Nation. None durſt 
_—_— them But all was formal, and only to make a 
Shew. 
The Matter of the greateſt Concern, and that could 
not be dropt, but was to be ſupporte n, was the Birth of 
the Prince of Wales, And thereture the Court thought 
it noceſſary, now in an after Game, to offer ſome Satis- 
faction in that Point. So a great Mecting was called, 
not only of all the Privy Counlellors and Judges, but 
of all the Nobility then in Town. 'To thele tne King 
complained of tas great Injury that was done both him 
and th Queen by the Prince of Orange, who accuſed 
them of ſo black an lmpoſture : He ſaid, he believed 
there were tew Princes then alive, who had been born 
in the Preſence of more Witn. ff.-s than were at his Son's 
Birth : He had therefore called them together, that 
they might hear the Proot of that Matter. It was firſt 
proved that th- Qusen was delivered a Bed while many 


were in the Ron, and that they ſaw the Child, ſoon 


after he wis tiken from rhe Queen by the Midwite, 
But in this, the Midwife was th- fingle Witneſs ; for 
none of the Ladies ha felt the Chila in the Queen's 
Belly. The Counteſs of Sunderland did indeed depoſe 
that the Queen call'd co her to give her her Hand, that 
ſhe might t-cl how the Child lay, to which ſhe added, 
which I did. but did not ſay whether ſhe felt the Child 
or not. An. ſhe told the Dutcheſs of Hamilton, from 
whom I had it, that when ſhe put her Hand into the 
Bed, the Queen held it, and ler it go no lower than her 
Breaſts.. So that really ſhe felt nu hing. Many Ladies 
depoſ-d conc-rning Marks of Milk on the Queen's 
Linnen, near her Breaſts, betore the pretended Delive- 
ry. But none of them depoſed concerning Milk after 
the Delivery, tho' Nature Ende it then in greater Abun- 
Queen had it always in ſuch Plenty, 
that ſome Weeks paſſed after her Deli very before ſhe 
was qui'e freed from it, The Ladies did not name 
when they ſaw the Milk, except one who named the 
Month of May. Mrs. Pierce, the Landreſs depoſed, 
that ſhe took Linnen from the Queen's. Body, which 
arried the Marks of a Delivery, But ſhe ſpoke only 
to one time. Andif it had been true, it muſt have 
2een often done, and was capable of a more copious 
roof, fince there is occafion for ſuch things to be often 
ook ed on and well conſider d. The Lady Wentworth 
vas the only fingle Witneſs that depoſed ſhe had felt 
he Child move in the Queen's Belly. She was a Bed- 
amber Woman as well as a fingle Witneſs, and ſhe 
ixed it on no time. If it was very early, ſhe might have 
een miſtaken : Or if it was before Eafter Monday (a- 
1ovementioned) it might be true; and yet have no re- 


. ation to this Birth. 


This was the Subſtance of the Evidence which was 
rdered to be enrell'd. But when it came to be pub- 
ſhed, it had a quite contrary Effect to what the Court 
xpected from it, and encreaſed the Jealouſy of the 


Nation, It was much obſ-rve that the Prince ig Arn 
was not preſent. dne indeed cxcuſ d Db il if She 
thought ſhe was breeding; and all Mution w + turbid- 
den her. None believed thit o be the tru+- Rea ion; 
for it was thought that going from one Ap of che 
Court to anutacr could not hurt her. So it was loyk'd 
on as 2 Colour that ſh-w'd ſhe did ro: believe the things 
and ther=fore ſhe would not, by her beirg preſent, ſcem 
to give any Credit to it. 5 

Ie Queen had been for ſix or {ven Years (brfore 
this pretended Birth) in ſuch an il) State of Health, that 
ezery Winter brought har very near D.ath. Thoſs a- 
bout her ſcem-d well aſſur'd that ſhe who had buried 
all her Children ſoun after they w: re born, and had for 
ſeveral Years ceaſed bearing, would have no more 
Children. Her on Prieſts apprehended it, and ſ-<m'd 
to wiſh for her Death. She had great and frequent Di- 
ſtempers, and ræturned often, which put all People out 
of their Hopes or Fears of her having any Children. 

It was propoſed (upon the Settlement of the Crown, after 
X. James's Deſertion of the Kingdom) that the Birth of the 
18 Prince might be examin'd into. Some preſ- 

ed this, not ſo much from an Opinion that they were 
bound to aſſert his Right, it it ſhould appear that he 
was born of the Quren, as becauſe they thought it 
would juitity the Nation, and more particularly the 
Prince and the two Princeſſes, if an Impoſture in that 
Matter could have been proved. And it would have 
gone far to ſatisty many of the weaker Sort, as to all 
the Proceedings againſt King Fames, Upon which I 
was order'd to gather together all the preſumptive 
Proofs that were formerly mention'd, which were all 
ready to have been made out. Ir is true, theſe did not 
amount to a full and legal Proof: Yet they ſeem'd to be 
ſuch violent Preſumptions, that, when they were all laid 
together, they were more convincing than plain and 
downright Evidence: For that was liable to the Suſ- 
p'icion of Subornation : Whereas the other ſeemed 
to carry on them very convincing Characters of Truth 
and rtainty. But, when this Matter was in pri- 
vate debared, and ſome obſerved, that, as King 
Fames, by going about to prove the Truth of the 
Birth, and yet doing it fo defectisely, had really 
made it more Suſpicious than it was before; ſo, if 
there was no clear and poſitive Proof made of an 
Impoſture, the pretending to examine into it, and 
then the not being able to make it out beyond the poſ- 

ſibility of Contradiction, would really give more Cre- 
dit to the Thing, than it then had, and, inſtead of 
2 it, would ſtrengthen the Pretenſion of his 

irth. 5 

When the Debate was propoſed in the Houſe of 
Lords, it was rejected with Indignation. He was now 
ſent out of England to be bred up in France, an Enemy 
both to the Nation, and to babe Eftabliſhed Religion: 
It was impoſlible for the People of England to know, 
whether he was the ſame Perſun that had been carried 
over, or not : If he ſhould die, another might be put 
in his Room, in ſuch a Manner that the Nation could 
not be aſſured concerning him: The Engliſþ Nation 
ought not to ſend into another Country for Witneſſes 
to prove that he was their Prince; much leſs receive. 
one upon the Teſtimony of ſuch, as were not only A- 
liens, but ought to be preſumed Enemies : It was alſo 
known, that all thePerſons, who had been the Confidt nts 
in that Matter, were convey'd away : So it was impoſ* 
fible to come at them, by whoſe Means only the Truth 
of that Birth could be found out. 
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